The Gospel Understood
Revelation 12:11 They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, the word of their testimony and they loved not their lives unto
death.

Do I really know the Gospel? If I did, I would loudly broadcast the good news of the Gospel to everyone I
come across!
Do I really appreciate the Gospel? If I did, I would be the most joyful person on the planet, always!
Too many of us act as if we're ashamed of the Gospel!
Romans 1:16-18 16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to
everyone who believes, to the Jew frst and also to the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of God is
revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.

A new heart and a new Spirit
Ezekiel 36:24-27 (ESV) Jesus came to seek and save us
24 I will take you from the nations and gather you from all the countries and bring you into your
own land. 25 I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses,
and from all your idols I will cleanse you. 26 And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will
put within you. And I will remove the heart of stone from your fesh and give you a heart of fesh. 27
And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my
rules.
Ezekiel 36:24-27 (NIV)
24 “‘For I will take you out of the nations; I will gather you from all the countries and bring you back
into your own land. 25 I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse you
from all your impurities and from all your idols. 26 I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in
you; I will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of fesh. 27 And I will put my Spirit
in you and move you to follow my decrees and be careful to keep my laws.
Ezekiel 36:24-27 (NLT)
24 For I will gather you up from all the nations and bring you home again to your land.
25 “Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean. Your flth will be washed away, and
you will no longer worship idols. 26 And I will give you a new heart, and I will put a new spirit in you. I
will take out your stony, stubborn heart and give you a tender, responsive heart 27 And I will put my
Spirit in you so that you will follow my decrees and be careful to obey my regulations.

The blood of the Lamb
This is the message of the cross!!! He died for us, shedding His blood on the cross for our sins. He
became our substitutionary Lamb, sacrifced for our sins. He sufered and died in our place! This was
God's will for His Son, so that we may be set free. God's motivation was love:
John 3:16-18 16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him
should not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn
the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not
condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the
name of the only Son of God.

• The issue of sin
Romans 3:23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.
Romans 1:18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and
unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth.
God's wrath is revealed against sin, and His justice requires that we pay for our sin with our blood. Life is
in the blood (Genesis 9:4-6). Therefore, blood has to be shed to atone for our sins. (Leviticus 17:11)
ILLUSTRATION: What is the worst sin? Anything that separates us from God!

• Without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins
Hebrews 10:4 For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.
Hebrews 9:11-22 11 But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have come, then
through the greater and more perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this creation) 12 he
entered once for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood of goats and calves but by means
of his own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption. 13 For if the blood of goats and bulls, and the
sprinkling of defled persons with the ashes of a heifer, sanctify for the purifcation of the fesh, 14
how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit ofered himself without
blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve the living God.
15 Therefore he is
the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called may receive the promised eternal
inheritance, since a death has occurred that redeems them from the transgressions committed under
the frst covenant. 16 For where a will is involved, the death of the one who made it must be
established. 17 For a will takes efect only at death, since it is not in force as long as the one who
made it is alive. 18 Therefore not even the frst covenant was inaugurated without blood. 19 For when
every commandment of the law had been declared by Moses to all the people, he took the blood of
calves and goats, with water and scarlet wool and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book itself and all
the people, 20 saying, “This is the blood of the covenant that God commanded for you.”
21 And in
the same way he sprinkled with the blood both the tent and all the vessels used in worship. 22 Indeed,
under the law almost everything is purifed with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no
forgiveness of sins.
Hebrews 13:11-12 11 For the bodies of those animals whose blood is brought into the holy places by the
high priest as a sacrifce for sin are burned outside the camp. 12 So Jesus also sufered outside the
gate in order to sanctify the people through his own blood.

• What Jesus won for us through shedding His blood for us
• The blood of Jesus cleanses us from all sin
1 John 1:7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the
blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. (Jesus' blood washes away our sin, that clings to us like
dirt)
• We have been freed from our sins through the blood of Jesus
Revelation 1:5 and from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the frstborn of the dead, and the ruler of
kings on earth. To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood. (Jesus blood frees us
from sin that binds us like chains)
• Christ is our propitiation for sin
Romans 3:25 whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to
show God's righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins.
Propitiation - The removal of wrath by the ofering of a gift. God's wrath has been turned away from us
through the ofering of Christ's blood on the mercy seat in Heaven, bringing reconciliation and healing to
our relationship with God, once and for all. In other religions, the worshippers take this kind of initiative,
to appease the gods! But in Christianity, God takes the initiative. His blood (and life) becomes the
sacrifce for us, because of His great love for us. God's wrath against our sin is averted, and Jesus' shed
blood has become the way to the Father for us sinners.
• We have been justifed by His blood
Romans 5:9 Since, therefore, we have now been justifed by his blood, much more shall we be saved by
him from the wrath of God. (Pronounced not guilty, and declared righteous)
• We have been ransomed from our futile ways by the blood
1 Peter 1:18-19 18 knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your
forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, 19 but with the precious blood of
Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot.
Revelation 5:9-10 9 And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open
its seals,for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God from every tribe and
language and people and nation, 10 and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, and
they shall reign on the earth.” (Set free from captivity upon receipt of a payment = Christ's death on the
cross)

• We have redemption through His blood = forgiveness of our sins according to the riches
of His grace
Ephesians 1:7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses,
according to the riches of his grace. (Saved from sin. Were lost now found)
• Jesus made peace by the blood of His cross
Colossians 1:19-20 19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him to
reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his
cross. (Relational healing)
• Those who were far of have been brought near by the blood. He has become our peace,
and we are all united in Christ.
Ephesians 2:13-14 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far of have been brought near by the
blood of Christ. 14 For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his
fesh the dividing wall of hostility.
• We have confdence to enter God's presence by the blood of Jesus, through the curtain
of His fesh sacrifced on the cross. Our hearts have been sprinkled clean from an evil
conscience, so we can draw near to God in full assurance of faith.
Hebrews 10:19-22 19 Therefore, brothers, since we have confdence to enter the holy places by the
blood of Jesus, 20 by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is,
through his fesh, 21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near with a
true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our
bodies washed with pure water.
• We have an eternal covenant with God through the blood of Jesus.
Hebrews 13:20 Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great
shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant. (God initiated)
• He obtained the church with His own blood
Acts 20:28 Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the fock, in which the Holy Spirit has made
you overseers, to care for the church of God, which he obtained with his own blood. (The church, His
bride)
• Those who die in times of tribulation, for the Gospel sake, wear robes of righteousness
from the blood of the Lamb.
Revelation 7:14 I said to him, “Sir, you know.” And he said to me, “These are the ones coming out of the
great tribulation. They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.
• He wears His robe of righteousness dipped in His blood as the commander of Heaven's
army!
Revelation 19:13-14 13 He is clothed in a robe dipped in blood, and the name by which he is called is The
Word of God. 14 And the armies of heaven, arrayed in fne linen, white and pure, were following him on
white horses.

• Breaking bread, our constant reminder of the new covenant we have
through Jesus' blood
Matthew 26:26-29 26 Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and
gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” 27 And he took a cup, and when he had given
thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, 28 for this is my blood of the covenant,
which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29 I tell you I will not drink again of this
fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father's kingdom.”
See also Mark 14:24; Luke 22:20
John 6:52-58 52 The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, “How can this man give us his fesh
to eat?” 53 So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the fesh of the Son of
Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. 54 Whoever feeds on my fesh and drinks my blood
has eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day. 55 For my fesh is true food, and my blood is
true drink. 56 Whoever feeds on my fesh and drinks my blood abides in me, and I in him. 57 As the living

Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever feeds on me, he also will live because of
me. 58 This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like the bread the fathers ate, and died.
Whoever feeds on this bread will live forever.”
1 Corinthians 11:23-26 23 For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord
Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and
said, “This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25 In the same way also he took
the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the
Lord's death until he comes.
27 Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be
guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord. 28 Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of
the bread and drink of the cup. 29 For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats
and drinks judgment on himself. 30 That is why many of you are weak and ill, and some have died. 31 But
if we judged ourselves truly, we would not be judged. 32 But when we are judged by the Lord, we are
disciplined so that we may not be condemned along with the world.
33 So then, my brothers, when you come together to eat, wait for one another — 34 if anyone is
hungry, let him eat at home — so that when you come together it will not be for judgment. About the
other things I will give directions when I come.

In conclusion, we can say with confdence, we are not ashamed of the
Gospel!
Romans 1:16-18 16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to
everyone who believes, to the Jew frst and also to the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of God is
revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.

Isaiah 52:13 - 53:12

13 Behold, my servant shall act wisely; he shall be high and lifted up, and shall be exalted.
14 As many were astonished at you— his appearance was so marred, beyond human semblance, and his
form beyond that of the children of mankind—
15 so shall he sprinkle many nations; kings shall shut their mouths because of him; for that which has
not been told them they see, and that which they have not heard they understand. 1 Who has believed
what he has heard from us? And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?
2 For he grew up before him like a young plant, and like a root out of dry ground; he had no form or
majesty that we should look at him, and no beauty that we should desire him.
3 He was despised and rejected by men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; and as one from
whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not.
4 Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God,
and aficted.
5 But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the
chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed.
6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his own way; and the Lord has laid
on him the iniquity of us all.
7 He was oppressed, and he was aficted, yet he opened not his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the
slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he opened not his mouth.
8 By oppression and judgment he was taken away; and as for his generation, who considered that he
was cut of out of the land of the living, stricken for the transgression of my people?
9 And they made his grave with the wicked and with a rich man in his death, although he had done no
violence, and there was no deceit in his mouth.
10 Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him; he has put him to grief; when his soul makes an ofering
for guilt, he shall see his ofspring; he shall prolong his days; the will of the Lord shall prosper in his
hand.
11 Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfed; by his knowledge shall the righteous
one, my servant, make many to be accounted righteous, and he shall bear their iniquities.
12 Therefore I will divide him a portion with the many, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong,
because he poured out his soul to death and was numbered with the transgressors; yet he bore the sin
of many, and makes intercession for the transgressors.

